
 

                   

 

Dear Parktown Parents and Students 

 

SCHOOL UPDATE 31 MAY 2020 15:00 

 

As we ready ourselves to enter the next phase of our programme that includes Grade 12’s returning to school, 

it is important to pause and reflect on what has happened and then to look forward to the weeks ahead.  

 

While there is much on-going discussion and debate on the return to school, we have been absolutely focussed 

on preparations and being ready for when the day comes. 

 

MANAGING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC IS A MARATHON AND NOT A SPRINT  

 

On Wednesday we sent a communication out to the Grade 12 Parents that focused on our taking time to ensure 

that all protocols were in place for the Grade12 return, and that ‘on-the-ground’ testing of these procedures 

were in progress.. We also made mention of the ongoing discussions that surround the re-opening of schools. 

The excerpt below, from this communication, is relevant for parents and boys across all grades:  

 

We are aware of the debate that exists in the public space surrounding the imminent return to 

schools from Monday 1 June.  We have consulted with Head Boy, O’Neill Chihwayi, and Deputy 

Head Boy, Andile Dlongwana and SEC members; we are sensitive to the anxiety and uncertainty 

amongst our boys and their parents.  

 

Our deliberations have focused on the mental as well as the physical health of our boys, and as 

Mr Graeme Codrington (Old Boy 1988, Dux Scholar and world-renowned Futurist) advised staff 

in a webinar on Tuesday, dealing with this pandemic is a marathon and not a sprint. This has 

resonated with us at the School and as such we shall remain measured in our approach and not 

be bound by the frenzy of expectation relating to students returning on Monday.  

 

Since Wednesday the debate on the readiness of the Basic Education system at national level has 

continued. It is evident that some provinces are ahead of others in terms of commitments made by the 

DBE with regard to PPE’s for Staff and Students, and other COVID-19 measures. This is a debate which 

has polarised views, with strong feelings being expressed. Most of the Sunday newspapers have had the 

‘Return to School’ issue as their leading story. We know that, prior to today, all of the feedback we have 

received from our community is that the vast majority of our boys and our parents, particularly those in 

Grade12, are looking forward to returning School. Parents’ concerns were, in the main, related to Health 

and Safety protocols, which we understand fully, and which we have addressed. 

 

Part of what we have learned from our ‘New Normal’, however, is that the last thing we can afford, as 

a society, is conflict and dissension. We must at all times strive to put ourselves in other persons’ shoes 

and to seek to understand their views and their particular circumstances. Then there is a much greater 

likelihood of a positive way forward being found.  

 

At time of writing, the Minister of Education, Mrs Angie Motshekga, has called a media briefing for 

18:00 this afternoon, following her meetings with union and governing body association representatives 

yesterday, on the matter of the readiness of the whole education system to open tomorrow. It is not clear 

whether or not there will be changes to the gazetted schedule for the return to school of Grade 12 

students. 



 

                   

 

Your response may be one of frustration and irritation, given that we are ready to follow our programme 

as planned for this week, and a significant amount of work has been put in by our various staff planning 

teams to ensure we are in a position to follow our scheduled programme from tomorrow, 1 June, with 

all COVID-19 Health and Safety protocols having been put in place. We understand your response. We 

recognise also the complexity of the situation on a national level, and that not all schools are ready.  

 

Rest assured we are prepared for any eventuality.  

 

The key point, however, is that we are at the start of a marathon. The staggered return of our different 

grades to the School Campus is a process, and not an event. 

 

We shall gain little by agonising about this.  

 

We remain confident that our key goal – ensuring that each of our Grade 12’s is fully prepared for his 

Final Examinations at the end of the year – will be attained. There is time.  

 

The same principle we are applying across Grade 8 to Grade 11, who will continue with their online 

programme. We shall continue with our planned ‘Set-up and walk-through day’ tomorrow, with the 

Matric teachers  – the reason there may be an extension is for teachers at schools to finalise their 

preparations for the return of students, and for outstanding PPE’s to be delivered.  

 

Our schedule has the Grade 12’s returning for Health and Safety training on Tuesday and then beginning 

their Academic programme on Wednesday. Should there be a postponement, Mr Odendaal already has 

an Online programme for Grade 12’s from Tuesday in place; the Matrics have a planned ‘Off line’ work 

day tomorrow.  

 

Once we have clarity from the Minister on these matters tonight, we shall then communicate with you 

further. In this communication, we shall be sharing with our community the details of our COVID-19 

Health and Safety Protocols, and our Return to School Procedures. 

 

Enjoy the rest of this fine Johannesburg Winter’s day. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Malcolm Williams 

Headmaster 

 
 


